

Minutes of July Meeting of Cashel Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Civic Offices, Friar Street, Cashel on Monday 7th July, 2008 at 7.30pm.

Mayor:



Councillor Martin Browne

Members Present:


Councillor Eddie Bennett

Councillor Michael Browne







Councillor Dan Dillon

Councillor Patrick Downey

Councillor Sean McCarthy






Councillor Joe Moloney






Councillor Maureen O’Donoghue

Councillor Tom Wood

Officials Present:


Ms. Clare Curley, Acting, Town Manager






Ms. Marie McGivern, Town Clerk






Ms. Mairead Ryan, Staff Officer






Mr Tom O’Reilly, Town Engineer






Mr Darby Mullen, Executive Engineer






Mr. Ger Walsh, S.E.O., Housing






Ms. Claire Lee, Executive Planner




1. MINUTES OF JUNE MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 9th June 2008 were adopted on the proposition of Councillor Patrick Downey, seconded by Councillor Dan Dillon.

2. MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 23rd June 2008 were adopted on the proposition of Councillor Dan Dillon, seconded by Councillor Maureen O’Donoghue.

3. DRAFT HOUSING STRATEGY REVIEW 2009-2015

A presentation on the Draft Housing Strategy Review 2009-2015 was made by Mr. Ger Walsh, S.E.O., Housing Section, South Tipperary County Council. He outlined that this was being carried out in the context of the review of the County Development Plan and had been commissioned by the County Council on behalf on the 5 Local Authorities in South Tipperary. The purpose of the Strategy is to

1. To identify the total number of units required in the County during the during the period of the Development Plan

2. To identify the appropriate distribution of housing provision that can then be reflected in the policies and strategies of the County Development Plan

3. To identify the need for serviced land to accommodate the anticipated number of housing units and to identify any shortfalls in such provision that may exist

4. To identify the number of households that are not in a position to provide their own housing and to identify responses to this need through the variety of mechanisms that are available to the Council

5. To identify the specific needs of particular marginalised groups and to make provision for them

He mentioned the following key points:

· It is estimated that 750 housing units per year will be required during the period of the strategy

· The need for the appropriate distribution of housing units

· There is more than adequate land zoned for the anticipated housing need

· There are a substantial number of households who are not in a position to provide their own accommodation (when one uses the rule 

· There continues to be a need for 20% social and affordable housing from developments subject to Section 94 of the Planning & Development Act 2000

Mr. Walsh informed the members that the policies and proposals set out in the Strategy when adopted will be incorporated in the Cashel Town & Environs Development Plan 2009-2015. The next step he said in the review process was that the draft strategy would be placed on public display.

Councillor Moloney queried the number of units for Cashel and Mr. Walsh agreed to respond to him with the specific figure as soon as possible. 

Councillor Wood asked where Cashel stood regarding a landbank. Mr. Walsh informed Councillor Wood that the Town Council is acquiring land from the County Council at Wallers Lot. 

Councillor Michael Browne expressed his concerns about the implementation of the open spaces policy.

Councillor O’Donoghue lent her support to and praised the Affordable Housing option. Mr. Walsh indicated that there is an increase in applications in recent times and agreed to distribute details of affordable housing in the Cashel Area to the members of the Town Council. 

The Mayor thanked Mr. Walsh for his presentation and confirmed that the Council were in agreement to commence this process.

4. CONSIDER PROPOSED DRAFT CASHEL TOWN & ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2009-2015

Ms. Claire Lee, Executive Planner, outlined that the Draft Cashel Town & Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 and proposed Draft Environmental Report was issued to the Elected members on 9th June 2008 and discussed at workshops held on the 24th June and 2nd July 2008.

The specific issues that were raised had been addressed and she sought acceptance of the proposal and following this it would be placed on public display for a period of 10 weeks during which time submissions can be made.

It was proposed by Councillor Sean McCarthy, seconded by Councillor Joe Moloney and resolved that

“In accordance with Section ll (5) (c) of the Planning and Development Acts (as amended) and having considered the proposed Draft Cashel Town and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 and proposed Draft Environmental Report, the Manager is hereby directed to make the Draft Cashel Town & Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 and to issue it for public consultation, subject to the following;

(1) The zoning of ‘Fallons’ site located at Camus Road to new residential. A Specific Objective will be inserted in Chapter 3, relating to this site;

HO4
In order to protect the visual setting of Hore Abbey any new house on site located at the urban fringe at Camus Road shall be of single storey design.

(2) Lands near Alla Aileen House adjacent to the Old Dublin Road and zoned for ‘Special Opportunity’ in the current Development Plan shall be zoned for new residential use.

(3) Designation for ‘NC’ (Neighbourhood centre) at the Cork Road shall be removed.”

The Mayor thanked Ms. Lee for her time and effort in the preparation of this draft plan.

5. HERITAGE – ROCK OF CASHEL – PRESENTATION BY DERMOT BURKE
The Mayor welcomed Mr. Dermot Burke, Director Heritage Services, OPW and Ms. Aighleann O’Shaughnessy, Senior Architect, OPW to the meeting.

Mr. Burke said that he was delighted to have an opportunity to come to the Town Council meeting and to update the members on their current works plan. He began by giving some background to the OPW. He said that they manage and maintain 750 monuments around the country; these monuments attract 2.5 million visitors each year. The OPW provide guide services to 50 sites and their role is the maintenance, preservation and presentation of these sites. He stated that they are a conservation driven organisation but also efforts are made to improve access and information to sites. 

He stated that the Rock of Cashel is the most visited site with 260,000 visitors each year. He outlined that there is a works programme at the Rock to include works on Cormac’s Chapel and the Cathedral. This will necessitate that scaffolding be erected while the works are in progress. He emphasised that conservation of the monument is their main role.

The members thanked Mr. Burke for his presentation and asked a number of questions.

In response to these questions, Mr Burke indicated that he could not discuss the provision of a visitor centre; this is dependant on the acquisition of a suitable site.

He confirmed that the Rock of Cashel is on the tentative list for World Heritage Status. This list is currently being revised by the DOEHLG. He also said that it is becoming more difficult to achieve World Heritage Status given that the built heritage in Europe is very well represented. 

There was a strong request from the members that the OPW acquire the lands around the Rock.

The Mayor thanked Mr. Burke and Ms. O’Shaughnessy for attending the meeting and again emphasised their concerns regarding a) the lands surrounding the Rock and b) the proposed location of the visitor centre.

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Councillor Wood enquired if the legal advice had been received in relation to the cemetery and said that he was supportive of those families concerned. This was echoed by Councillor Moloney. The Town Clerk indicated that she had received the legal opinion this morning and circulated a copy to the members. She indicated that it was a detailed report and suggested that the members give time to read through before having a discussion. It was agreed that a workshop meeting would be held on Monday 14th July at 7.30pm to discuss this.

In response to a query about the light at the Church, the Town Engineer indicated that he would follow this up with the ESB.

7. CONSIDERED PROPOSED “TAKING IN CHARGE PROCEDURE”

The Town Clerk indicated that this policy had been adopted by the South Tipperary County Council and it was intended to have the same policy across the County. The policy was adopted on the proposition of Councillor Tom Wood, seconded by Councillor Eddie Bennett.

8. PROPOSALS TO DIVERT HGVS FROM MAIN STREET, CASHEL

Mr. Tom O’Reilly Town Engineer circulated details of the revised proposal to the members. He outlined that the proposal allows vehicles under 5 tonne only in Main Street, John St and the Green. The proposal he stated is on the basis that 2 slip roads to be constructed at the Cork side of the Bye-Pass. The Town Engineer indicated that these are due to commence this year. He gave a detailed explanation of the route and the signage involved and indicated that it would cost an estimated €57,500.

The proposal was welcomed by the members and adopted on the proposition of Councillor Tom Wood, seconded by Councillor Joe Moloney. Councillor Downey welcomed the plan but questioned the number of signs.

9. HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT 2008 & HOUSING ALLOCATIONS 2008

The Town Clerk outlined to the meeting details of Housing Needs Assessment which was completed recently. She also circulated to the meeting details of the Housing List at 30th June 2008. She gave details of the Housing Allocation 2008 for Cashel Town Council in the sum of €1.5m and detailed where these monies will be spent.

On a query from Councillor Michael Browne regarding vacant houses, she indicated that there were 12 houses vacant and arrangements were being made to allocate 9 of them in the coming weeks.

10. RENT COLLECTION 

 The Town Clerk informed the meeting that the rent arrears at the end of May amounted to €11,779.

11. MANAGER’S ORDERS

Councillor Michael Browne queried the refusal of Planning Application PLR07/1134 and the Town Clerk indicated that she would send him details of the reason for refusal.

12. NOTICES OF MOTION:

Councillor Tom Wood

“That Cashel Town Council calls on the Department of Justice to facilitate on the beat Gardai in Cashel by the provision of extra resources”

Councillor Wood complimented the Gardai for their visible on the streets for the recent weekends. He appreciated it was not possible to continue this on a regular basis and called for extra resources to facilitate this. He asked that the Town Clerk write to the Department of Justice. This motion was supported by Councillor Downey who thanked the Gardai for their recent efforts. It was also supported by Councillor Dillon who suggested that they should lobby their oireachtas members for their support.

Councillor Tom Wood

“That the Manager outline what steps can be taken to ensure the registration of private rented accommodation in Cashel in view of the recent concerns expressed by the Gardai effecting identity of some owners”

A written response was issued as follows:

The Residential Tenancy Act 2004, was introduced on 1st September 2004.  This Act transferred the registration of tenancies from the Local Authorities to the Private Rented Tenancies Board (PRTB).  The registration of tenancies by landlords is therefore a legal requirement.  If a landlord fails to register a tenancy they are guilty of an offence and upon conviction shall be liable for a fine of up to €3000 and or 6 months in prison along with a daily fine of €250 for a continuing offence. 

The PRTB are charged with the responsibility of pursing landlords to ensure compliance with this registration requirement.  It is also in the landlords own interest to be registered with the PRTB as such registration is required to ensure eligibility for mortgage interest relief for taxation purposes. They also need to be registered to avail of the PRTB dispute resolution service.

The PRTB maintains the published Register, which is available for public inspection at their offices or on their website www.prtb.ie . The PRTB can be contacted at 01/6350600 and their address is The Private Residential Tenancies Board, 2nd Floor, O Connell Bridge House, D’Olier Street, Dublin 2.  

Councillor Wood accepted this response and asked that the last paragraph be forwarded to the Gardai.

Councillor Tom Wood

“That the Manager update the members on the long awaited traffic calming measures for Oliver Plunkett Park in advance of the completion of the Cahir Road retails development”

A written response was issued as follows: -

The Council are now informed that the residents of Oliver Plunkett Park wish that the estate retains the existing access point which will be accessed via the new roundabout currently under construction,

The Council now recommends that this proposal be adopted by the Council and following the completion of the roundabout the proposed upgrading of the estate road can then take place.

Councillor Wood asked if a contribution had been paid by the Developer for these works. The Town Engineer indicated that they had not reached agreement and it was being followed up by the Planning Office of South Tipperary County Council for enforcement of this condition. The members noted and agreed the proposed entrance to Oliver Plunkett Park i.e. via roundabout currently under construction as part of the TESCO development.

Councillor Eddie Bennett

“That Cashel Town Council take immediate action to rectify the flooding problem at house No. 17 and 18 Oliver Plunkett Park”

A written response was issued as follow: -

The above notice of motion concerns the run off from the rear access road and amenity area located at the rear of these houses which is dealt with at the present with a system of slatted drainage kerbs connected to the surface water drains.

On investigation of this problem the Council are satisfied that the problem can be solved by the replacement of the slatted drainage kerbs with conventional gully traps. This work will be carried out in the next month.

Councillor Bennett said that the residents would be satisfied if the works were completed in the next month but he stressed the seriousness of the problem.

13. CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS:

The list of conferences and seminars were circulated and noted.  

14. CORRESPONDENCE

Councillor Moloney supported the notice of motion from Port Laoise and this was also supported by Councillor O’Donoghue.

15. VOTES OF CONGRATULATION

A vote of Congratulations was extended to Aidan O’Brien, Ballydoyle Racing Stables on his recent success in Ascot. It was agreed to have a Civic Reception for him on the proposition of Councillor Martin Browne, seconded by Councillor Joe Moloney.

16. VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Votes of sympathy were extended to the following: -

The Long Family, Dublin Road on the death of Ned Long

Fidelma Moloney, Green Court, on the death of her father

Jimmy Cummins on the death of his father

Lorraine Casey on the death of her grandmother

16. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor Bennett queried when the bollards at the Back of the Pipes would be replaced.

Councillor Dillon queried when the water meter readings were taken. The Town Clerk agreed to inform him.

Councillor O’Donoghue queried repairs at 13 McDonagh Court, the Town Clerk agreed to check the situation.

Councillor Tom Wood  thanked the Town Engineer for arranging replacement bollards at the Main Street on Saturday, 7th June, 2008.

The Meeting then concluded.

Signed ___________________



Dated:________________  2008


Mayor

Signed___________________



Dated:_________________ 2008 


Town Clerk
