

Minutes of  June Meeting of Cashel Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Civic Offices, Friar Street, Cashel on Monday 9th June, 2008 at 7.30pm.

Mayor:



Councillor Eddie Bennett

Members Present:


Councillor Martin Browne






Councillor Michael Browne







Councillor Dan Dillon

Councillor Patrick Downey

Councillor Sean McCarthy






Councillor Joe Moloney






Councillor Tom Wood






Councillor Maureen O’Donoghue

Officials Present:


Mr Sean Keating, Town Manager






Ms. Marie McGivern, Town Clerk






Ms Mary Irwin, Assistant Staff Officer






Mr Tom O’Reilly, Town Engineer






Mr Darby Mullen, Executive Engineer

1. MINUTES OF MAY MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 12th May, 2008 were adopted on the proposition of  Councillor Sean McCarthy, seconded by Councillor Dan Dillon.

2. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Councillor Tom Wood asked  if  the legal advice sought in relation to the erection of  kerbing in Section Y of  Cormacs Cemetery had been obtained.  

The Town Engineer informed the Meeting that the legal advisors requested the Town Council to provide a Safety Audit for the cemetery which has now been prepared and will be forwarded to the Solicitor.

Councillor Tom Wood was not happy with this response and said that he had checked the situation with the Town Councils Insurers, Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances who assured him that Cashel Town Council are indemnified if accidents occur.  He requested that the matter should be resolved as it was going on far too long.

Councillor Martin Browne stated that as the new bye-laws had not been adopted he felt that kerbing could still be erected in this Section and proposed that when the new Section is opened  the matter be addressed again.

Councillor Michael Brown supported Councillor Browne as the previous bye-laws had not  been rescinded and are still in existence

Councillor Dan Dillon concurred with previous speakers and requested that Section 3 of the existing byelaws be amended  as proposed by Cllr. Sean McCarthy at a previous meeting to allow kerbing to be erected.

After a lengthy discussion, the Manager agreed to contact the Town Solicitor and revert to the Councillors as quickly as possible.

3.  IMPLEMENTATION OF BIODEGRADABLE WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE

A presentation was made on the implementation of the Biodegradable Waste Collection Service by  Messrs. Jimmy Harney, S.E.O. and Liam Ahearn,  Engineer, Waste Management Section, South Tipperary County Council.

This Collection Service is being introduced in accordance with the EU Landfill Directive (99/31/EC) which makes it necessary to divert all food waste away from Landfill by 2010 and is also a requirement of the Joint Waste Management Plan for the South East Region 2006. 

A brown wheeled bin 140L will be used to collect biodegradable waste.    The waste will be bulk packed at Wallors Lot and transported to Waterford City Composting Facility where compost will be produced.  The Private Sector will also be required to introduce the Brown Bin.   It is hoped to roll out this collection in early 2009.

Questions raised by Councillors Maureen O’Donoghue, Joe Moloney, Martin Browne, Michael Browne and Tom Wood were all answered satisfactorily and the Mayor thanked Mr. Harney and Mr. Ahearne for their presentation.

4. RENT COLLECTION 

 The Town Clerk informed the meeting that the rent arrears at the end of  May amounted to €11,113.29.

5. MANAGER’S ORDERS

Councillor Joe Moloney raised a query in relation to the Notices to Quit  which had been issued.  The Town Clerk responded by indicating that satisfactory agreements had been made with the tenants and arrears reduced substantially in each case.

Councillor Michael Browne requested that the Councillors be notified of  tenancy allocations at the same time that applicants are being notified.  The Town Clerk responded by confirming that the Policy had not changed and agreed that notification will be given on the same day.

6.  SKYFEST

It was proposed by The Mayor, Councillor Eddie Bennett, seconded by Councillor Maureen O’Donoghue and resolved:-

“that in view of the tremendous success of  Skyfest, the Town Council would write to the organisers supporting the event for Cashel for 2009”

7.  ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT

The Town Clerk indicated that the Annual Financial Statement for 2007 had been prepared and outlined the main points to the Meeting. 

8.  EXCESS EXPENDITURE.

The Town Clerk outlined to the members the details of  the excess expenditure for 2007.  It was proposed by  Councillor Martin Browne, seconded by Councillor Joe Moloney and resolved:-

“That in accordance with Section 104 of  the Local Government Act, 2001, excess expenditure in respect of the financial year 2007 be and is hereby approved”

9. NOTICES OF MOTION:

Councillor Tom Wood

“that ramps be installed immediately at the Main Street Car Park before some innocent person is seriously injured due to the recklessness of a minority of speeding motorists”

A written response was issued as follows:

“Phase II Town Centre upgrading works which we expect to go to contract before the end of the year includes the provision of a revised sloped surface extending into the entrance of the car park for a distance of more than ten metres.  The provision of this sloped surface will reduce the speed of traffic at this location.

As the problem is of an urgent nature, the Council will arrange in the short term to install speed cushions to deal with the problem.”

Councillor Wood was disappointed that ramps were not being provided at present and stated that something had to be done urgently.  He requested that the problem at the Main Street Car Park be discussed at the Joint Policing Meeting to be held on Monday, 16th June, 2008.  Councillors Dan Dillon and Eddie Bennett supported Councillor Wood in his Motion.

Councillor Tom Wood

“That in welcoming the appointment of  Deputy Manseragh as Minister of state with responsibility for the O.P.W. this Council calls on him to ensure the speedy provision of a visitor centre for the Rock and its selection as a site for nomination  U.N.E.S.C.O. for World Heritage Status”

Councillor Tom Wood requested the Members and Managements support in seeking a meeting with the Minister to highlight the importance of  the Rock both to the people of  Cashel and Tipperary as a whole.   He would like to see the acquisition of  a site for the provision of an offsite visitor centre and would also like to see The Rock achieve World Heritage Status.  He also stated that the land behind the Rock should revert back to the OPW as it is in a state of dereliction and needs to be maintained.

Councillor Tom Wood

“That in view of the serious increase in the number of heavy vehicles un-necessarily using Main Street the Manager updates the members on the proposal to introduce bye-laws”

A written response was issued as follows:-

Proposals for the introduction of a weight restriction on Main Street and the consequential designated alternative routes were presented to the members at the September 2007 Meeting of the Council. At that time, there were serious concerns expressed regarding the use of the Green as an alternative route.  Consequently no clear decision was reached on the proposal.

The development soon to commence adjacent to the Clonmel Road interchange which includes the construction of the missing on/off ramps will provide scope for further options for alternative routes”

Councillor Wood was not happy with this reply.  He was  unaware that traffic was not going to be diverted and felt that progress should have been made at this stage. The Town Engineer responded by stating that if  a weight restriction was put  on the Main Street, it would be compulsory to provide an alternative route After lengthy discussion in which the other members concurred with Councillor Wood   that the initial proposal should be  followed through,  the Town Engineer on the request of Councillor Tom Wood agreed to research same and revert at the July Meeting.

10. CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS:

The list of conferences and seminars were circulated and noted.  

The Mayor, Councillor Eddie Bennett gave a brief report on the conference of  E.U. Charters held in Cyprus which he attended with Councillors Martin Browne and Dan Dillon and this was noted.

Councillor Dan Dillon suggested that as Cashel Town Council will be hosting this event in 2011 a Committee should be set up as soon as possible to start preparations.

The Town Clerk responded by stating that a Committee will be formed in September.

Councillor Dan Dillon reminded the Members about the Meeting to be held at the Woodlands Hotel on Friday, 13th June, 2008 on the Green Paper on  Local Government.  He stressed the importance of  the attendance of the Members of  the Town Council at this Meeting because  the introduction of  the Green Paper will have the effect of reducing the power of the Town Councils.

The Town Clerk stated that the closing date for submissions on the Green Paper is 31st July, 2008

11. VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Votes of sympathy were extended to the following: -

Margaret O’Neill, Dominic Street on the death of her husband, Christy.

The O’Connor Family, Rathcowan on the death of their Father, Tommy.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor Michael Browne proposed that Cashel Town Council accord a Civic Reception to Denis Leamy to acknowledge his contribution to Munster Rugby.  This was seconded by Councillor Eddie Bennett and agreed.

Councillor Maureen O’Donoghue proposed that Councillor Eddie Bennett host a Mayoral Reception for the Under 14 Team who won the West Football Final for the first time in 27 years.  This was seconded by Councillor Martin Browne and agreed.

Councillor Tom Wood complimented the officials and painting contractors on the work at City Hall and stated that the colour scheme was as near as possible to the original colour.

Councillor Martin Browne requested that the light outside the Church in Friar Street be replaced. This was supported by Councillor Dan Dillon. The Town Engineer responded by stating that this light was connected to the lighting in the Church and that Cashel Town Council have applied to the ESB for a new connection. He confirmed that he would  follow up the matter with the ESB.

Councillor Martin Browne raised the problem regarding sewerage at the Green, Cashel.  He stated that this has been ongoing for the last 3 months and stressed that he wanted the problem resolved.  He complimented the work being done by the Town Foreman and his Staff who he said were doing an excellent job on behalf of  the Council.  Councillor Tom Wood supported Councillor Browne in his compliments to the Staff.  The Town Engineer responded by stating that the sewers had been power jetted.  Councillor Martin Browne was not happy with this response, as it has not resolved the problem.  The Town Engineer confirmed that he would contact the developer of  the Housing Estate on the Clonmel Road in an effort to ensuring the problem is solved.

Councillor Tom Wood  thanked the Town Engineer for arranging replacement bollards at the Main Street on Saturday, 7th June, 2008.

The Meeting then concluded.

Signed ___________________



Dated:________________  2008


Mayor

Signed___________________



Dated:_________________ 2008 


Town Clerk
