

Minutes of September Meeting of Cashel Town Council held in the Council Chamber, Civic Offices, Friar Street, Cashel on Monday 1st September, 2008 at 7.30pm.

Mayor:



Councillor Martin Browne

Members Present:


Councillor Eddie Bennett

Councillor Michael Browne







Councillor Dan Dillon

Councillor Patrick Downey

Councillor Sean McCarthy






Councillor Joe Moloney






Councillor Maureen O’Donoghue

Councillor Tom Wood




Officials Present:


Ms. Clare Curley, Acting, Town Manager






Ms. Marie McGivern, Town Clerk






Ms. Mairead Ryan, Staff Officer






Mr Tom O’Reilly, Town Engineer






Mr Darby Mullen, Executive Engineer

1. MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 7th July 2008 were adopted on the proposition of Councillor Patrick Downey, seconded by Councillor Eddie Bennett.

2. DEPUTATION FROM CASHEL CHAMBER OF TRADE AND TOURISM

A presentation on the funding of the Christmas Lights was made by Sean Laffey and Niall Gregory from Cashel Chamber of Trade and Tourism. Mr. Laffey outlined that significant monies are being spent each year by the Chamber and the Council. He outlined a four year plan which he believed would result in overall savings in the amount spent on the lights each year. He also said that the wiring needs to be replaced at a cost of €4,000 as it is not safe and does not meet the current standards. The four year plan is as follows

· 2008 The Chamber requests a grant of €13,750.

· From 2009-2011 the Chamber asks for €9750 annually.

· The Chamber manages the improvement, repair and maintenance of the Christmas Lights and makes up financial shortfalls to the best of its ability.

· The Chamber will, in partnership with the Council, strive from 2011 onwards to reduce even further the costs of providing Christmas lighting.

The benefits would be as follows
· The lighting system is modernised and made safe in 2008.

· Overall costs fall due to 97% energy savings and the greater longevity of the LED lamps. Savings kick in immediately.

· The town becomes a flagship Eco- friendly borough.

· We get a chance to significantly improve our festive lighting over the

       next four years.

· The catenary system allows lights to stay up permanently, but is in sections to allow for aesthetically sensitive areas to be free of wires, the more that is left up the cheaper the management of the system.

· We fulfil a number of social, commercial and cultural criteria of the

      upcoming Cashel Development plan.

· Both organisations save money.  

The members complimented and congratulated the Chamber on their useful presentation. The Mayor agreed that this proposal would be considered by the members at the October Meeting of the Council.

3. PRESENTATION BY HILERY TARRANT, VOLUNTEERING OFFICER

Ms. Hilery Tarrant, Volunteering Officer was welcomed to the meeting by the Mayor. She began by outlining that this is a new role and the project has been in place since May 2008. She is based in the Volunteering Centre in Wilderness Grove, Clonmel. She indicated that there are over 950 voluntary organisations in South Tipperary and she has set up a website www.volunteersouthtipp.ie where both organisations and volunteers can register. She has placed 46 volunteers with groups to date and this has worked very successfully. She also informed the meeting that she has an Outreach Worker working with her who will be in different areas one day per week; she will be in Cashel on Thursdays.

Councillor O’Donoghue questioned if she provided insurance for her volunteers and Hilery  indicated that she doesn’t, they would need to be covered by the organisation’s insurance cover. Councillor Moloney congratulated her on her presentation and queried if funding was secured for the service. Hilery indicated that funding for 2 people has been secured for 3 years and it is government policy to have 2 people employed in each County Council area. 

The Mayor thanked Ms. Tarrant for her informative presentation.

4. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Councillor O’Donoghue thanked the Town Clerk for the repairs for tenant at McDonagh Court. Councillor Martin Browne asked that a workshop meeting be arranged with Mr. Dermot Burke about the location of the Visitor Centre.

Councillor Wood welcomed the ramp at the Main Street Car Park and asked the Town Engineer when the other ramps would be installed. The Town Engineer indicated that speed cushions would be shortly installed at Sunnyside, Dominic Street and John Street.

Councillor Martin Browne welcomed the Gardai on the beat in the town and asked that the Council write to Sergeant Lynch to thank him and ask that the service be continued.

5. RENT COLLECTION

The Town Clerk informed the meeting that the rent arrears at the end of August amounted to €10,363.

6. MANAGERS ORDERS

Councillor Wood welcomed the decision from An Bord Pleanala to refuse permission at the Convent Site. The Mayor indicated that the Developer had a month to reply to the decision therefore it would be premature to discuss it at this stage. Councillor Wood also said that the Draft Cashel Town and Environs Development Plan needs to seriously look at issues in the context of special conservation areas. He reminded the media that the closing date for submissions on the Draft Development Plan is 29th September 2008.

Councillor Michael Browne queried the refusal of planning permission on application plr08/1159 at Thurles Co-Operative Society, Cahir Road. The Town Clerk outlined the reasons for refusal. The Town Engineer confirmed that the walkway to Spafield will re-open when possible and he agreed to discuss this with the Developer.

Councillor Browne queried the installation of the yellow box at Wesley Square. He indicated that residents in the area were unhappy with it. He also queried who authorised the installation of the yellow box. The Manager indicated that this was an executive function. Councillor Wood asked that it get immediate attention, as the traffic situation is chaotic. Councillor Moloney queried if extra car park spaces could be installed. The Mayor asked that a report be prepared by the Town Engineer for the October Meeting. This was agreed.

7. AMENDED PROPOSAL FOR TOWN BOUNDARY ALTERATION

The Town Clerk indicated that an amended proposal had been received from the County Council and this proposal would be sent to the Department for consideration if the members were in agreement. On the proposition of Councillor Eddie Bennett, seconded by Councillor Tom Wood it was resolved that 

“In accordance with Section 29 (4) of the Local Government Act, 1991 and the Local Government (Boundary Alteration) Regulation, 1996 that having considered the Statement of Response as adopted by South Tipperary County Council on the 7th July, 2008, the Amended Proposal for Town Boundary Alteration as considered at meeting of Cashel Town Council which was held on the 1st September, 2008 be and is hereby agreed and application is made to the Minister for the making of an order under Section 31(1) of the Local Government Act, 1991 altering the boundary of Cashel Town.”
8. PROPOSED DRAFT CEMETERY BYE LAWS 2008

The Town Clerk indicated that a copy of the proposed draft byelaws had been circulated to the members and if the members were in agreement they would now be placed on public display for submissions from the public. On the proposition of Councillor Joe Moloney, seconded by Councillor Michael Browne, it was agreed to place the Draft Cemetery Byelaws 2008 on public display.

9. PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROPOSED WORKS

· Spafield Refurbishment

· Spafield 4 Bedroom House

· Infill Housing at Friar Street

· Town Centre Improvement Works Phase 2

The Town Clerk indicated that she had received the Managers Reports on these developments from Planning Section and there were no issues from a planning perspective and it was recommended by the planners to proceed with the Developments.

On the proposition of Councillor Joe Moloney, seconded by Councillor Eddie Bennett it was resolved:

“That in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended, the proposed development at Spafield Crescent

A. Environmental Improvement Scheme

B. Construction of one four bedroom dwelling house

be carried out in accordance with the Managers Report dated 26th August 2006”

“That in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended, the proposed development at Friar Street, Cashel (to construct two one bedroom apartments on a site at Friar Street, formerly used as a Council Depot) be carried out in accordance with the Managers Report dated 26th August 2008”

“That in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended, the proposed development at Cashel Town Centre, Town Centre Strategy, Phase 2 be carried out in accordance with the Managers Report dated 26th August 2008”

10. NOTICES OF MOTION

Councillor Tom Wood

“That Cashel Town Council seek the assistance of the Local Authority Archivist to help formulate the Councils records with a view to retaining them locally and making them available to interested parties”

A written response was issued as follows:

A meeting has been arranged with the Archivist, Roisin O’Grady with a view to progressing this matter.

Councillor Wood welcomed this meeting and was anxious to ensure the Cashel records are kept locally.

Councillor Tom Wood

“That the Cashel Town Council would work in conjunction with the County Council to identify suitable pieces of land for allotment projects based on the “growing communities” idea”

A written response was issued as follows:

Cashel Town Council would be supportive in principle of this proposal and will work with South Tipperary County Council who are currently drawing up a policy in relation to same. This policy will in due course, be considered by the relevant Strategic Policy Committee (SPC).  

Councillor Wood accepted this response and asked that the Town Council work with the County Council.

Councillor Dan Dillon

“That an up to date list for current and future footpath repairs in the urban area of Cashel be provided for the members of Cashel Town Council as many sections of footpaths in the town are currently in a dangerous condition”

A written response was issued as follows:

As you are aware the replacement of Town Council footpaths is carried out utilising the annual Block Grant from the Department.  This grant applies to road improvements in addition to footpath renewal.  In the current year the grant has been earmarked to provide road improvements at Cathal Brugha Street and Bohereenglas and in addition ramps at locations in the town agreed by the members.  Part of the grant has also been allocated towards the signage necessary for the introduction of a weight restriction on the Main Street.

Over the coming weeks a full assessment of all defective footpaths will be undertaken and a replacement programme will be drawn up based on current grant levels for the consideration of the members at a future meeting.

I trust the foregoing is satisfactory.

Councillor Dillon welcomed this response as he stated that there are some areas that are in a dangerous condition. The members mentioned repairs to be carried out at various locations including Sizzars, Henry’s Deli, AIB and the Cahir Road.

Councillor Dan Dillon

“That Cashel Town Council request the relevant authority for the area to provide a proper footpath from the town boundary to the roundabout on the Cahir Road.”

A written response was issued as follows:

The County Council have proposals to provide a footpath at this location and it is hoped that construction of the path will commence in the next couple of weeks.

I trust the foregoing is satisfactory.

Councillor Dillon welcomed this response.

Councillor Dan Dillon

“That a second traffic control ramp be provided on the Deerpark Road as this was a condition of planning permission given to the development at Rockview, Cashel.”

A written response was issued as follows:

The Council arranged with the developer to provide a raised shared crossing point at Deerpark rather than 2 No. ramps indicated on the original plans.  The raised shared crossing point is greater in surface area than the 2 No. ramps originally proposed.  In order to install a further speed control device the Council will be required to finance the project and it is estimated that it will cost approximately €12,000.00 to install same.

Councillor Dillon was unhappy with this response and stated that a second ramp is being requested by the residents of Deerpark road.

11. CONFERENCES AND SEMINARS:

The list of conferences and seminars were circulated and noted.  

12. CORRESPONDENCE

The correspondence was noted and supported.

13. VOTES OF CONGRATULATION

A vote of Congratulations was extended to Ms. Aoife Kelly, winner of the Rose of Tralee competition.

14. VOTES OF SYMPATHY:

Votes of sympathy were extended to the following: -

The Whelan Family Cathal Brugha Street

Willie Connery, Clonmel Road on the death of his wife

Leo Cunningham, Tullamaine of the death of his son Raymond

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Councillor Martin Browne expressed concern regarding the condition of the Croke Memorial. There was a discussion on this and it was agreed it would be moved into storage.

Councillor Martin Browne said that he was approached by a photographer who wants to have an exhibition on the plaza two Sundays per month. He asked the Councillors for their support.

Councillor Martin Browne said that it was important to have a representative at the Charter meeting in Bievre. Councillor Wood was nominated by Councillor Dillon and seconded by Councillor O’Donoghue and agreed.

Councillor Wood asked that the shores that have become clogged with silt be cleaned as soon as possible.

The Meeting then concluded.

Signed ___________________
Dated:________________  2008


Mayor

Signed___________________


Dated:_________________ 2008 


Town Clerk
